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The attached report frcm & jon YCSHIDA's opposition to
rearmament is a compilation of bits and pieces collected over a period
of several months. [-/ 3 information, in this case as in most
others, came from Chief Cabinet Secretary OKAZAKI, who is the official .
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mentioned in the last sentence of paragraph 2.
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!
Bubject: Prime Minister YOSAIDA's Stand Report No: .JL.767

on Rearmament
Date of Information: See below

Plece Acquired: Tokyo, Japan Date Acquired: See below
Bvaluation: ©-3 Date of Report: 14 December 1951

Source: lich-level political contact

1. (prine lfini..‘:er)g"OSHIDA Shigeru has decided to retire from the politi-
cul world if the United States makes o stroag demand for speedy rearmament of Ty
Jazan. TOXODA eonsiders modernized rearraieat difficult in view of Javan's i
currant econonic situation and further anticipates an Americun garrison in
Je~wa far a loag neriod of time. YO 's objeoction to resarmanent is lespite

9TTORg ursing SroaWOlURA Kichissburo andV:ATSLYI Biichi (see below).
(Dete OT inf crmiion: 6 December 1551; «c-juir:d: 1% Decewber 1¥51)

2. TYOSIDA lesires to retire in fuvor o IN:OYAUA Ichiro, but, £ Suis 13
3110 because of HATOZANA's poor hoiltii, cas decided 45 hané sver the laton
Jdaln Teketore. If speed is .2 the essence, since OZATA s not yet in a .sosi-
t1 a i tulie dffice WHAYASH JnJ1, s eaxer of the House 32 Representativ.s and
t ren.ing Literal Party officisl, .ould be YOSHIDA's caudidute to 111 the
vecan®t posgt of Prine Mizieter. In any case, YOSIIDA has confidenticlly stated
thrt he fac’s vhat his ocabinet has served its jurpose and tist he will tsume
full respsnsibility and retire if ranid rerrrmuxent is Zelt necessary 2t the
present tiie. ~UIdDa has stated to cadinet nfficials categorically taat he
W11l noither carry out rearmament nor the rovision of the Constitution.
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(Date of {ufurmation: 6 December 1951; acqu red 1. Degember 1s51)
B

3. YOS'IDA pluns to uge the rearcament issue to bring about/general elec-~
tion during the latter part of Septeuber 1952. He absolutely opposes dis-
solving the Diet before that times, when a bill for reorganizing the Natioaal
Police Reserve at the end of its curreat enlistment period would bde brought

before tne Diet. .
(Date of information: 28 October 1351; aoquired: 3 November 1951) | .
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